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software product for free distribution on public networks like the Internet. The cracking process is the
reverse of the distribution method, from free-to-paid to paid-to-free, and is accomplished through the

use of hacking and/or decryption software. Cracking allows users to legally obtain a copy of a
software product for free distribution on public networks like the Internet. The term "cracking" is

derived from "breaking and entering", and cracking originally meant the application of illegal
software techniques to break into computer security systems, allowing the illegal copying of

copyrighted software. There are many types of cracking. These include cracking an executable file, a
data file, a cracked Web site, or a cracked website. Cracking can be done to gain access to software

or data that is limited to certain persons, e.g. free trial periods, serial numbers or accessing
previously unreleased software and application updates. Cracking also allows a user to modify their

own free version of software, for example to send annoying virus warning letters or display
advertisement banners when the software is running. Cracking may be legal, as in the case of

modifying a paid application to make it free, or illegal, such as tampering with the underlying code of
a software product or creating a new version of the software, but that is not the same as piracy.

There are different types of cracks. "Cracking" may also refer to the act of breaking into a website,
usually to view the content, or to get the source code of that site. Cracking a cracked
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